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For the first time ever, the opening of the

2001 spring legislative session on Februa r y

12 was ma r ked with a speech from the

t h ro ne that inc l uded tobacco re duc t ion. The

t h ro ne speech outlines the go v e r n me nt ’ s

p o l icy prio r i t ies for the upcoming year.

T he thro ne speech, de l i v e red by

L ie u t e na nt - G o v e r nor Lois Ho l e, stated

“ i n i t iatives aimed at re duc i ng the use of

tobacco pro duc t s, especially amo ng childre n

a nd young adu l t s, will be ex p a nde d ”. No

f u r t her details were pro v ided but it was

i m p l ied that the Alberta Alcohol and Drug

Abuse Commission (AADAC) could play a

p ro m i ne nt ro l e.

T he Legislature was dissolved on the same

day with the call of the pro v i nc ial election. 

However the election platform of the

Alberta Pro g ressive Conservatives closely

m i r ro red the thro ne speech and inc l uded a

plank on tobacco re duc t ion. The PC’s

health platform stated “To build our he a l t h

c a re system toge t her we will...focus on

w e l l ness inc l ud i ng initiatives aimed at

re duc i ng tobacco use”.

“ We applaud the Alberta go v e r n me nt’s bold

c o m m i t me nt to re duce tobacco use” said

Stan Schu ma c he r, Ho no rary Pa t ron of ASH

a nd fo r mer speaker of the Legislative

As s e m b l y. “The thro ne speech and the

e l e c t ion platform have clearly establishe d

tobacco re duc t ion as a go v e r n me nt prio r i t y.

As the result of the election, the Klein

go v e r n me nt now has a hu ge ma ndate to

deliver its promise to re duce tobacco use

in Alberta”.

T he next four-year term of the Legislative

Assembly will of f ic ially comme nce on April

9 with ano t her speech from the thro ne. It

is ant icipated that the go v e r n me nt will

restate its prio r i t ies du r i ng the re o p e n i ng

of the spring sessio n .

T he Ho no u rable Gary Ma r, a dr i v i ng fo rc e

b e h i nd the go v e r n me nt’s commitme nt to

tobacco re duc t ion, was re c e ntly re a p p o i nt e d

as the Minister of Health and We l l ne s s. 

An int e rgo v e r n me ntal committee chaire d

by AADAC’s Chief Executive Offic e r, Pa ddy

Me a de, is pre s e ntly fo r mu l a t i ng re c o m me n-

da t io ns for a pro v i nc ial tobacco stra t e g y.

T he re c o m me nda t io ns are expected to

a n no u nced by June.
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➣ Senate hearings to be held on youth tobacco bill

➣ Edmonton City Councillors backtrack on by l a w

Despite protests from health gro u p s, re s t a u ra nt s, and local

ne w s p a p e r s, Edmo nton City Council has de c ided to allow

re s t a u ra nts to become adult-only fa c i l i t ies whe re smo k i ng is

p e r m i t t e d. The 6-5 de c i s ion to ame nd the bylaw fo l l o w e d

C o u ncil’s 6-5 de c i s ion in December to prohibit smo k i ng in all

E dmo nton re s t a u ra nt s.

T he ame ndme nt was int e nded to appease the conc e r ns of 

local businesses that cater to smo kers and fear subsequent

b u s i ness losses. However even the Alberta Restaura nt and

Food As s o c ia t ion opposed the “Mic key Mouse ame ndme nt ”

that will fo rce re s t a u ra nts to ma ke the difficult cho ic e

between children and smo ke r s. The ame ndme nt will create an

u neven playing field amo ng re s t a u ra nts by pro v id i ng an escape

clause for re s t a u ra nts that cater to adu l t s.

All three major Edmo nton newspapers wrote editoria l s

de no u nc i ng the ame ndme nt. Un fo r t u nately their arg u me nt s

fell on deaf ears amo ng a majority of Council me m b e r s.

T he sponsor of the ame ndme nt, Councillor Bryan Ande r s o n ,

has pre d icted that less than five perc e nt of re s t a u ra nts will

c hoose the option of catering to adults only. It re ma i ns to be

seen if this pre d ic t ion will come true when the bylaw take s

effect on May 2.

S e nator Colin Ke n ny has re i nt ro duced a

bill in the Upper House that would re duc e

youth tobacco use through the cre a t ion of

a $360 million trust that is funded by

C a na d ian tobacco companie s. Bill S-15,

t he Tobacco Youth Pro t e c t ion Act has no w

go ne through its third inc a r na t ion as the

result of Senator Ke n ny’s unw a v e r i ng

de t e r m i na t io n .

A Senate committee will be ho l d i ng he a r i ng s

on the bill across Cana da in April.

He a r i ngs in Calgary and Edmo nton are

s c he duled for April 24 and 25, re s p e c t i v e l y.

In a re c e nt public appeal, Senator Ke n ny

c h a l l e nged Prime Minister Jean Chrétie n

a nd Health Minister Alan Rock to ma ke

t he Senator “unimportant” by taking 

go v e r n me nt action that would achie v e

t he same objectives as Bill S-15. The 

f e de ral go v e r n me nt is rumo u red to be

c o ns ide r i ng me a s u res that could take the

place of Ke n ny’s bill.
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➣ Calgary bylaw still smouldering

Calgary City Council may soon be de t e r m i n i ng the fate of a proposed smo k i ng ban in re s t a u ra nts fo l l o w i ng a public cons u l t a t io n

p rocess that will be completed in Ma y. The city’s bylaw de p a r t me nt has been ins t r ucted to conduct focus groups and a public 

o p i n ion poll to de t e r m i ne re s ide nts’ views on the pro p o s a l .

However the Calgary Tobacco Reduc t ion Ac t ion Coalition (CTRAC) feels that the cons u l t a t io ns may be a waste of time and a simple

s t a l l i ng tactic. Several public opinion polls and focus groups have alre a dy been conducted sho w i ng stro ng support for smo k i ng bans

in establishme nts whe re children are allowed.

In Ja nua r y, CTRAC launc hed an advertising campaign and website enc o u ra g i ng Calgaria ns to ex p ress their opinion on the bylaw.

P ro m i ne nt advertiseme nts fo c u s i ng on children’s ex p o s u re to second h a nd smo ke are appearing on billboard s, city buses and tra i ns,

a nd in local ne w s p a p e r s. To da t e, over 3,000 people have visited the website with 88% supporting a smo k i ng ban in re s t a u ra nt s.

To register your views on the proposed bylaw, visit CTRAC’s bylaw campaign website at w w w. s mo ke f re e c a l g a r y. c o m

http://www.smokefreecalgary.com
http://www.ash.ca


After a year-long re v iew pro c e s s, the

Wo r kers Compens a t ion Board of British

C o l u m b ia is re s t o r i ng a pro v i nc e - w ide

s mo k i ng ban in re s t a u ra nt s, bars, and

re s ide nt ial fa c i l i t ie s.

T he ban is sche duled to take effect on

September 10, 2001.

T he B.C. Supre me Court struck down the

o r ig i nal ban in Ma rch 2000 on a pro c e s s

t e c h n ic a l i t y.  The Court ruled that the

Wo r kers Compens a t ion Board did no t

c o nduct a proper cons u l t a t ion with the

hospitality industry prior banning 

s mo k i ng in re s t a u ra nts and bars.

However the merits of the smo k i ng ban

w e re unc h a l l e nge d.

This time aro u nd, the WCB conducted a

very tho rough cons u l t a t ion that

involved a new ro u nd of public 

he a r i ngs and over 500 oral and written

s u b m i s s io ns. The WCB also conducted 

a thorough review of available scientific

e v ide nce as well as an econo m ic impact

a na l y s i s.

➣ British Columbia re s t o res public smoking ban 
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➣ S a s ka t c h ewan legislative committee calls for action

An all-party legislative committee re c e ntly completed a report calling for compre he nsive legislation and stra t e g ies to re duce 

tobacco use in Saska t c he w a n .

T he report calls for tobacco tax inc re a s e s, a phased-in smo k i ng ban in public areas and workplaces, wide - ra ng i ng tobacco cont ro l

l e g i s l a t ion, and a fund i ng commitme nt of at least $5/capita for a sophistic a t e d, evide nce-based pro v i nc ial tobacco stra t e g y.

Health groups mostly praised the report but cited several sho r t c o m i ngs such as a proposal to prohibit tobacco possession amo ng

m i nors that is believed to be une n fo rc e a b l e.

To da t e, the re has been no fo r mal go v e r n me nt re s p o nse to the re c o m me nda t io ns.

F e de ral Fina nce Minister Paul Martin is
reported to be cons ide r i ng a tobacco tax
i nc rease in conjunc t ion with tax inc re a s e s
in Ont a r io, Quebec and the Ma r i t i me
p ro v i nc e s. 

T hese pro v i nces lowered tobacco taxes in
c o ncert with the fede ral go v e r n me nt in 1994.  

T he rumo u red inc rease ra nges from $3 to $6
per carton in cent ral and eastern Cana da .

Tobacco prices in Ont a r io and Quebec are
p re s e ntly the lowest in North Ame r ic a .

Tobacco taxes are one of the most effec-
tive me a s u res to re duce tobacco use, 
p a r t icularly amo ng young people.

➣ Paul Martin ponders
tobacco tax incre a s e

A re c e nt survey commissio ned by the Alberta To b a c c o

R e duc t ion Allia nce fo u nd that smo k i ng in Alberta ho u s e ho l d s

has dropped dra ma t ically since 1998.  The survey revealed that

62% of Albertans completely banned smo k i ng in their ho me s

in 2000 compared to just 44% in 1998.

F rom 1997 to1999, ASH coord i nated the Clear the Air

C a m p a ign, a project pro mo t i ng smo ke - f ree ho mes in Alberta.

T he campaign was the largest project of its kind in Cana da

with over 45,000 ho u s e holds taking part.  Health Cana da ,

Alberta Health and ATRA pro v ided fund i ng for the pro j e c t .

“ We are de l ig hted with the dra ma t ic de c l i ne in smo k i ng in

Alberta ho u s e holds” said Les Ha gen, executive director of ASH.

“ T he Clear the Air Campaign was a very worthwhile initia t i v e

that helped to pro mote the tre nd toward mo re smo ke - f re e

ho me s ”. 

T he telepho ne survey of 2,523 re s p o nde nts was conducted by

Banister Research & Cons u l t i ng between May and June 2000.

T he survey results are accurate to within two perc e nt a ge

p o i nts 19 times out of 20.

➣ S m o ke - f ree homes on the rise in Alberta
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➣ Help ASH build a smoke - f ree future. Your cont r i b u t ion is welcome.

Na me Addre s s

C i t y P ro v i nce Postal Code P ho ne ( da y ) ( e v e. )

Me m b e r s h i p s : ❑$25 Annua l ❑$60/3 years ❑$100 Corpora t e

D o na t io ns * : ❑$ 1 0 0 ❑$ 5 0 ❑$ 2 5 ❑O t her 

Me t hod of payme nt : ❑ C he q u e ❑ Mo ney orde r ❑ V i s a ❑ Ma s t e rc a rd

V ISA / Ma s t e rc a rd Card # Expiry da t e

Please ma ke your cheque payable to: Ac t ion on Smo k i ng & Health Box 4500, Edmo nton, Alberta T6E 6K2 

Thank you for your support!
*ASH is a re g i s t e red charity.  Dona t io ns are tax-cre d i t a b l e.

P ro v i nc ial support cont i nues to build fo r

a public policy re s o l u t ion champio ned by

t he Alberta Tobacco Reduc t ion Allia nc e

( ATRA).  Over 730 org a n i z a t io ns have

e ndorsed the re s o l u t ion that calls fo r

s mo k i ng bans in public areas and work-

p l a c e s, tobacco tax inc re a s e s, de d ic a t e d

f u nd i ng for tobacco re duc t ion pro g ra ms, a nd

a s s i s t a nce for smo kers who want to quit.

“ We are de l ig hted with the re s p o nse fro m

a wide ra nge of org a n i z a t io ns acro s s

Alberta” said Alan Shaw, ATRA 

c o m mu n ic a t io ns dire c t o r. “We are ke e p i ng

t he go v e r n me nt apprised of the tre me n-

dous support for our policy proposals and

we are confide nt of our ultimate suc c e s s ”.

ATRA is a pro v i nc ial allia nce of over 90

o rg a n i z a t io ns that support tobacco

re duc t io n .

➣ Support builds for ATRA re s o l u t i o n

➣ C i g a rette consumption higher in low tax prov i n c e s

Per capita cigarette consumption is significantly higher in provinces with low taxe s, according to new data re l e a s e d
by Health Canada.  Smoke rs consumed an ave rage of between 14.0 and 15.5 cigarettes daily in British Columbia,
Alberta, Saska t c h ewan, Manitoba and New foundland.  Ta ken together, these provinces have the highest tobacco taxe s
in Canada.  In the remaining prov i n c e s, consumption varied between 17.5 and 18.0 cigarettes a day.

This data was collected by Health Canada’s Canadian Tobacco Use Monitoring Survey-an ongoing randomized survey of
the smoking behaviour of 10,500 Canadians. The data re p resented smoking patterns across Canada in 1999.

Alberta has the lowest tobacco taxes and the highest smoking prevalence among the four western prov i n c e s.
C o n ve rs e l y, British Columbia has the highest tobacco taxes and the lowest smoking prevalence among we s t e r n
p rov i n c e s.


