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a s h . c a is a bimo nthly newsletter of

Action on Smoking & Health.

ASH is Western Cana da’s leading he a l t h

o rg a n i z a t ion devoted to tobacco 

c o nt rol and pre v e nt ion. If you would

l i ke to become a member or need mo re

i n fo r ma t ion please visit our website

w w w. a s h . c a or contact our of f ic e

at the address below.

T he Alberta go v e r n me nt raised tobacco

t a xes by a who p p i ng $2.25 per 25-pack or

129% perc e nt in the Ma rch 19 pro v i nc ia l

b udget.  Ta xes on smo keless tobacco and

c igars were also raised to equalize tax ra t e s

on all tobacco pro duc t s.  Ac c o rd i ng to global

ex p e r t s, Alberta’s inc rease is the large s t

absolute tobacco tax hike ever re c o rded and

it is expected to have a dra ma t ic effect on

tobacco cons u m p t ion in the pro v i nc e.

ASH called the tax inc rease an "historic

p u b l ic health achie v e me nt" and pre d ic t e d

that it will result in 40,000 fewer smo ke r s

a nd up to a 40% de c l i ne in youth cons u m p-

t ion.  Curre nt evide nce ind icates that every

10% inc rease in the price of cig a rettes will

re duce adult cons u m p t ion by 3-4% and

youth cons u m p t ion by 6-12%. 

Alberta’s tax inc rease helped to trig ger a

wave of pro v i nc ial tobacco tax inc re a s e s

a c ross Cana da that is effectively re v e r s i ng

t he 1994 tax ro l l b a c k s.  Seven pro v i nc e s

have inc reased their tobacco taxes so fa r

this year with Ont a r io, Quebec, and Ne w

B r u ns w ick still cons ide r i ng tax hike s.

T he Alberta tax inc rease has created a surge

in the sale of stop-smo k i ng pro ducts with

s o me pharmacists re p o r t i ng a five-fo l d

i nc rease in the sale of nic o t i ne patche s.

This edition of ash.ca profiles the start of

a new era for tobacco re duc t ion in Alberta.

Alberta’s world-pre c e de nt - s e t t i ng tobacco

tax inc rease and the new Alberta To b a c c o

R e duc t ion Strategy have dra ma t ic a l l y

c h a nged the land s c a p e.  The Alberta tax

i nc rease is having a ripple effect across the

c o u nt r y, with a total of seven pro v i nc e s

a p p ro v i ng tobacco tax hikes in 2002 (and

c o u nt i ng). Although pro v i nc ial tobacco

l e g i s l a t ion re ma i ns "under re v iew", ASH

would like to ackno w l e dge the re c e nt

p ro g ress that has been ma de.  We re ma i n

o p t i m i s t ic that further gains are possible.

➣ E d i t o r ’s Note

On Ma rch 22, Alberta health minister Gary

Mar and AADAC chair Leroy Jo h ns o n

unveiled a new mu l t i - m i l l io n - do l l a r

p ro v i nc ial tobacco re duc t ion strategy at a

Calgary press confere nc e.  The stra t e g y

commits $11.7 million annually to a

mu l t i - p ro nged effort to re duce tobacco

use that will inc l ude mass me d ia 

c a m p a ig ns, pre v e nt ion and cessation 

p ro g ra ms, competitive gra nt s, and ant i -

s mu g g l i ng enfo rc e me nt. With this ne w

s t ra t e g y, Alberta’s per-capita investme nt

in tobacco re duc t ion is now the hig he s t

in the count r y.

➣ N ew tobacco reduction strategy launched

( Con t in ue d  o n  p a ge  2 )
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➣ P rovincial health coalition pursues provincial legislation 

Gary Mar’s efforts to introduce a tobacco

bill in the spring session of the Alberta

legislature were stymied by resistance

among Tory MLAs, according to a recent

headline story in the Edmonton Journal.

The story suggests that some MLAs think

that the health minister’s proposals go

too far and unfairly step on the rights 

of smo kers and busine s s e s. Mar is 

reportedly under pressure to water down

a proposed blanket ban on smoking in

public places and restricting places where

cigarettes can be sold.

T he story reports that the opposition to

t he bill is coming from MLAs who feel

that the bill will re s t r ict ind i v idua l s ’

r ig hts and unfairly targets smo ke r s

affected by the re c e nt tobacco tax

i nc re a s e. After appro v i ng a $2.25

i nc rease on cig a re t t e s, some MLAs feel it

is ina p p ro p r iate to re s u me the "attack"

so quic k l y.

P re m ier Klein is amo ng those who have

ex p ressed opposition to the pro p o s e d

bill.  At the annual Tory convent ion in

Ma rch, Klein publicly questio ned Ma r ’ s

a p p a re nt int e nt io ns to ban smo k i ng in

all public are a s, inc l ud i ng bars and 

t a v e r ns.

Despite the de l a y, Gary Mar is reported to

have his sig hts set on int ro duc i ng a

tobacco bill in the fall session of the

L e g i s l a t u re.

T he Alberta Campaign for Ac t ion on

Tobacco (AC AT), a new coalition of nine

p ro m i ne nt health org a n i z a t io ns, re c e nt l y

l a u nc hed commu n ic a t ion campaign 

c a l l i ng for pro v i nc ial tobacco cont rol 

l e g i s l a t ion.  The campaign inc l udes pub-

l ic i t y, direct mail, targeted advertising

a nd other pro mo t io ns de s ig ned to enlist

t he support of Albertans.

At a recent Edmonton news conference,

ACAT spokesperson Dr. David Swann called

for legislation that will protect 

nonsmokers from secondhand smoke and

will protect kids from tobacco industry

marketing.  In his remarks Swann stated,

"Alberta is the only remaining province

w i t hout any legislation to cont rol 

tobacco sales and marketing.  As the

result, tobacco companies are getting a

free ride in Alberta when compared with

other provinces".  He added, "There is no

need to protect a non-resident industry

w hose pro ducts kill 3,400 Albertans

annually".

AC AT has developed a set of evide nc e -

based legislative re c o m me nda t io ns 

that closely reflect those of the

I nt e rde p a r t me ntal Committee on To b a c c o

R e duc t ion. If fully ado p t e d, these re c o m-

me nda t io ns would ma ke Alberta a 

na t io nal leader in tobacco re duc t io n .

Mo re important l y, the re s u l t i ng legisla-

t ion would have a profo u nd impact on

tobacco use in Alberta.

To help enlist public support, ACAT has

created a new website that allows visitors

send a message directly to their MLA.  

For mo re info r ma t ion, visit 

w w w. s mo ke f re e a l b e r t a . c o m .
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An int e r nal go v e r n me nt report that 

was completed last June by the

I nt e rde p a r t me ntal Committee on To b a c c o

R e duc t ion was also released at the pre s s

c o n f e re nc e. The report cont a i ns 24 

re c o m me nda t io ns for re duc i ng tobacco

u s e, inc l ud i ng :

• I n v e s t i ng $19 million annually in a

p ro v i nc ial tobacco re duc t ion stra t e g y

• L a u nc h i ng a pro v i nc ial mass me d ia 

p u b l ic educ a t ion campaig n

• S e t t i ng up a toll-free pro v i nc ial 

s t o p - s mo k i ng ho t l i ne

• Ma ndatory smo k i ng pre v e nt ion 

e duc a t ion in Alberta scho o l s

• Tobacco tax inc reases and ant i - s mu g -

g l i ng me a s u re s

• L e g i s l a t ion to cont rol tobacco sales

a nd ma r ke t i ng

• L e g i s l a t ion to re s t r ict smo k i ng in 

p u b l ic areas and workplaces

Most of the re c o m me nda t io ns in the

n i ne - mo nth-old report are ma r ke d

"accepted" or "accepted with re v i s io ns "

by the Alberta go v e r n me nt with the 

c o ns p ic uous exc e p t ion of tobacco legisla-

t ion, which is ma r ked "under re v ie w " .

A A DAC will play the lead role in 

i m p l e me nt i ng the stra t e g y, ex p a nd i ng its 

50-year-old add ic t io ns ma ndate to

i nc l ude tobacco.  The go v e r n me nt age nc y

has created a new tobacco re duc t ion unit

that is led by Lloyd Carr, who was the 

primary architect of the interdepartmental

re p o r t .

For mo re info r ma t ion, 

visit www. a a da c. c o m / t o b a c c o / i ndex . a s p

( Co n ti n ue d  f ro m  pag e  1)
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S t ra t h c o na County may become the first Alberta mu n ic i p a l i t y

to adopt a 100% smo ke - f ree bylaw if local activist Linda

O s i nc huk has it her way.  Osinc huk has led a local campaig n

u rg i ng county re s ide nts to support a complete smo k i ng ban in

workplaces and public establishme nt s.  And it appears that

her efforts may pay of f .

On May 27, county council gave first and second re a d i ng to

what could become Alberta’s go l d - s t a nda rd smo k i ng bylaw.

Two very civil public he a r i ngs were held on May 6 and 8 and

a final vote on the bylaw is expected by July.

At the he a r i ng s, councillors were urged not to fo l l o w

E dmo nton’s example of allowing some businesses to allow

s mo k i ng if they prohibit children or set up a "loopho l e

l o u nge".  Pre s e nters pro v ided listings of do z e ns of Cana d ia n

c o m mu n i t ies that have passed 100% smo ke - f ree bylaws

i nc l ud i ng Vic t o r ia, Va nc o u v e r, Burna b y, Surre y, Kingston and

Ottawa.  Councillors were also pro v ided with re c e ntly 

p u b l i s hed reports do c u me nt i ng the positive econo m ic impact

of smo k i ng bans in Vic t o r ia and Ottawa.  

If Strathcona County adopts the bylaw, it is expected to have

a positive effect on neighbouring Edmonton when city council

re v iews its bylaw this summe r. Edmo nton Mayor Bill Smith has

stated that he would like to see a re g io n - w ide bylaw that

would reflect the proposed Stra t h c o na County bylaw.

➣ S t rathcona County considers 100% smoke - f ree by l a w

ASH re c e ntly received a leaked tobacco industry me mo re v e a l i ng a de v ious plot to unde r m i ne the Alberta go v e r n me nt’s ne w

tobacco re duc t ion stra t e g y. The me mo was written by Jock Olser of Osler Commu n ic a t io ns in Calgary, the tobacco indu s t r y ’ s

p r i mary lobbyist in Alberta. Osler is a veteran Tory organizer with close ties to fede ral PC leader Joe Clark. He is also the 

fo r mer chair of the Alberta Founda t ion for the Arts—an Alberta go v e r n me nt fo u nda t ion that fre q u e ntly co-sponsors cultura l

e v e nts with tobacco companie s.

T he me mo reveals an unde r h a nded campaign to fig ht the tobacco strategy inc l ud i ng urg i ng tobacco retailers to pre s s u re MLAs

to oppose the initia t i v e. The me mo also reveals Osler’s role in the campaign as the chair of the Alberta Committee fo r

R e s p o nsible Tobacco Retailing, a tobacco industry fro nt group.  Olser lists several "uns e t t l i ng hig h l ig hts" about the stra t e g y,

i nc l ud i ng re c o m me nda t io ns to "Prohibit youth under 18 from using, selling, or possessing tobacco" and to "Pro h i b i t … s t a r t e r

p ro ducts". 

"This inc redibly da m n i ng do c u me nt reveals the disturbing leng t hs to which the tobacco industry will go to unde r m i ne public

health in Alberta", said Les Ha gen, executive director of ASH. "The tobacco companies know that they have very little 

c redibility and that’s why they are ge t t i ng retailers to do their dirty work for them", he adde d. "The fact that the me mo ’ s

a u t hor finds the go v e r n me nt’s plans to re duce youth smo k i ng ‘uns e t t l i ng’ reveals the industry’s true mo t i v a t ion when it come s

to children" he adde d. 

To view the leaked me mo, visit www. a s h . c a / j o c k

T he Campbell go v e r n me nt has de c ided to back off on a

province-wide smoking ban in restaurants and bars. On

May 1, new smo k i ng re g u l a t io ns took effect that allow

s mo k i ng in re s t a u ra nts and bars pro v ided that a de s ig na t-

ed smo k i ng room is cre a t e d. The smo k i ng room can occupy

up to 45% of the floor space of an establishme nt and

p a t ro ns are allowed to dine and drink in the ro o m .

Health groups criticized the move as a setback for public

health that will cont i nue to jeopardize the health of 

hospitality workers who are re q u i red to serve patro ns in

t he smo k i ng ro o ms.

F o r t u na t e l y, the new smo k i ng rules will not affect mu n ic-

i p a l i t ies that have alre a dy banned smo k i ng in re s t a u ra nt s

a nd bars such as greater Va ncouver and greater Vic t o r ia .

➣ BC Government backs off on smoking ban

➣ ASH blows whistle on tobacco lobby i s t
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Four mo nt hs into Anne McLellan’s 

ma ndate as fede ral Health Minister, he r

i nt e nt io ns on tobacco re duc t ion re ma i n

in question by Cana d ian health org a n i-

z a t io ns. McLellan’s only sig n i f ic a nt

me d ia profile on tobacco to da t e

focused on her int e nt io ns to slow do w n

Allan Rock’s attempts to ban lig ht and

mild descriptors on cig a re t t e s.

Ac c o rd i ng to me d ia re p o r t s, Anne

McLellan is now reviewing whether any

action is required to stop the tobacco

i ndustry’s de c e p t ion of cons u me r s

t h rough its use of lig ht and mild 

de s c r i p t o r s. This news follows the

release of a major report calling for a

ban on light and mild cigarettes that

was pre p a red by the Minister’s own

na t io nal advisory committee on tobacco

control.

To add fuel to the fire, a re c e nt 

q uarterly fina nc ial report released by

I m p e r ial Tobacco stated, "In the first

q uarter of 2002, the new He a l t h

Minister de c l a red her int e nt ion to 

p o s t p o ne the re moval of these de s c r i p-

tors pend i ng further evalua t ion". In a

letter to the Minister, Phy s ic ia ns for a

S mo ke - F ree Cana da asked McLellan 

clarify if she has ma de any such fo r ma l

de c l a ra t ion to the tobacco gia nt.  To

da t e, the Minister has pro v ided no

ex p l a na t io n .
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➣ McLellan light and mild on tobacco?

The Calgary smoking bylaw soap opera

c o nt i nues to frustrate local he a l t h

groups who were hoping for a favourable

de c i s ion at the May 6 city council 

meeting.  At the meeting, Council was to

consider a report and recommendations

that were pre p a red by a mu l t i - s t a ke ho l de r

committee that it struck last year.

However despite spending $40,000 on

the committee’s report, Council decided

to table the report in favour of more

consultation with affected businesses.

T he Cana d ian Restaura nt and Food

As s o c ia t ion and several Alberta 

hospitality groups staged a last-minute

attempt to push the bylaw off the rails.

C R FA purchased full-page newspaper 

ads and sent packages to its Calgary 

members urging restaurants to call their

alderman in opposition to the proposed

bylaw. Not surprisingly, the restaurant

association has been linked directly to

the tobacco lobby in recently released

industry documents.

"It’s very disappointed that council was

swayed by this last-minute lobbying",

s a id Ta nya Grierson of the Calgary

Tobacco Reduc t ion Ac t ion Coalitio n

(CTRAC).  Grierson was CTRAC’s represen-

tative on the multi-stakeholder smoking

bylaw committee.

The proposed bylaw is scheduled to

return to city council September 30 for

discussion.

➣ Calgary City Council stalls again


