
Alberta Health and We l l ness Minister Gary

Mar is calling for a compre he nsive stra t e g y

to re duce tobacco use in the pro v i nc e.  Ma r

w a nts the Alberta go v e r n me nt to adopt a

p a c ka ge of tobacco cont rol me a s u res that

i nc l udes tobacco tax inc re a s e s, smo k i ng

b a ns in public are a s, tobacco sales re s t r ic-

t io ns, inc reased fund i ng for pre v e nt io n

p ro g ra ms, and covera ge for stop-smo k i ng

t he ra p ie s.  Mar's re marks came after ASH

revealed that the Alberta go v e r n me nt has

failed to meet its own tobacco re duc t io n

t a rge t s.

" T he re are people critic i z i ng us for no t

do i ng enough on the smo k i ng issue and I

a g ree with them" Mar admitted in a re c e nt

me d ia int e r v ie w.  "Rig ht now and rig ht

away we'd like the number of Alberta

s mo kers down to the na t io nal avera ge of

25%", he adde d.  "That's our target.  Whe n

we meet our target it will be time to look

at a better target, maybe 20%".

C o m me nt i ng on a re c e nt me e t i ng with

ASH, Mar stated "Their goals and my go a l s

a re the same.  I'd like to see a lot fewer

people smo ke in this pro v i nc e. "

ASH is de l ig hted with the Minister's public

c o m m i t me nts and we hope that his state-

me nts will be backed up with effective and

i m me d iate go v e r n me nt actio n .
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a s h . c a is a bimo nthly newsletter of

Action on Smoking & Health.

ASH is Western Cana da’s leading he a l t h

o rg a n i z a t ion devoted to tobacco 

c o nt rol and pre v e nt ion. If you would

l i ke to become a member or need mo re

i n fo r ma t ion please visit our website

w w w. a s h . c a or contact our of f ic e

at the address below.

ash.ca
p r e v e n t i o n  i s  o u r  p r i o r i t y
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ASH has revealed that the Alberta Governme nt failed to meet its own tobacco re duc t ion targets cont a i ned within its thre e -

year business plan.  The go v e r n me nt planned to re duce the adult smo k i ng rate from 28% in 1995/96 to 25% by 1998.  Ho w e v e r

t he latest survey conducted by Health Cana da fo u nd that the Alberta smo k i ng rate has dropped by only 1% since 1995/96.  

It was further revealed that the go v e r n me nt has completely abando ned its key perfo r ma nce me a s u re on tobacco use.

➣  Alberta Government fails to meet tobacco reduction targ e t s
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➣ Sp ruce Meadows dumps du Maur ier

➣ Albe rt a  Sena to r  cops  “fat a l”  confes s i on  f rom tobac co  exe c u t i ve

Ne w l y - a p p o i nted Alberta Senator To m my

B a n k s, an apologe t ic Camel smo ke r,

copped an important confession fro m

t he CEO of Cana da's largest tobacco 

c o m p a ny du r i ng the re c e nt Senate 

he a r i ngs on Bill S-20 in Ottawa.  Unde r

tough cro s s - exa m i na t ion from Sena t o r

B a n k s, Imperial Tobacco pre s ide nt Bob

B exon confessed that smo k i ng causes

fatal lung disease.

S e nator Banks asked Bexon "Do you

b e l ieve that cig a rettes cause fatal lung

disease?"  Bexon re p l ied by adm i t t i ng

" Ye s, I believe on the weig ht of the 

e v ide nce today  that cig a rettes will

cause fatal lung disease in some 

p e o p l e."  This confession could have

i m p o r t a nt implic a t io ns in future pro duc t

l iability suits involving smo kers who

have cont racted fatal lung disease.

B exon and two other tobacco company

CEOs were fo rced to testify at the 

he a r i ngs under a ra rely-used Senate 

s u b p o e na after ig no r i ng re p e a t e d

requests to appear.

Alberta's primary tobacco spons o r s h i p

v e h ic l e -Spruce Meadows- re c e ntly ende d

its long - s t a nd i ng nic o t i ne de p e nde ncy by

du m p i ng du Ma u r ier in favour of a ne w

s p o ns o r, Nortel Ne t w o r k s.  The N o r t e l

N e t w o r ks International will replace the du

Ma u r ier Int e r na t io nal as the largest cash

prize show jumping event in the world.

Nortel has sweetened the pot by inc re a s-

i ng the total prize purse from $800,000 to

$1 millio n .

T he de c i s ion to dump du Ma u r ier was 

driven by new fede ral tobacco spons o r-

ship re s t r ic t io ns that will come into effect

in 2001.  Under the new Tobacco Act 

p ro v i s io ns, tobacco companies will not be

able to sponsor events with a sig n i f ic a nt

youth aud ie nc e.  For years, Spruc e

Me a dows has allowed children under 12 to

a t t e nd the du Ma u r ier Int e r na t io nal fo r

f ree and the event has been bro a dc a s t

du r i ng youth vie w i ng ho u r s.

C r i t ics of the new re g u l a t io ns have arg u e d

that tobacco-spons o red events will fo l d

w i t hout cont i nued tobacco fund i ng .

However Calgary's Spruce Me a dows joins a

g ro w i ng list of so-called tobacco-de p e n-

de nt events that have fo u nd alterna t i v e

s p o ns o r s.

"This is a tre me ndous mo me nt for us at

S p r uce Me a do w s, and for the sport of

s how jumping," said Spruce Me a dows 

C o - C h a i r man, Ron Southe r n .

We couldn't agree mo re.
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" We are very alarmed with these results and we urge the Alberta go v e r n me nt to ma ke tobacco re duc t ion a top priority" said Dr. Roge r

Ho d k i nson, Ho no rary Chairman.  "It is disturbing to find that the go v e r n me nt has completely abando ned its perfo r ma nce target on

tobacco use" he adde d.  "This action sends the me s s a ge that the go v e r n me nt is pre p a red to scrap its perfo r ma nce targets if it 

doesn't meet the m "

ASH is urg i ng the Alberta Governme nt to commit to a compre he ns i v e, evide nce-based tobacco re duc t ion strategy that is mo de l e d

after successful pro g ra ms in the U.S.  The states of Califo r n ia, Ma s s a c hu s e t t s, Florida, and Ore gon have adopted well-funde d, bro a d -

based stra t e g ies that are pro duc i ng exc e l l e nt re s u l t s.  These stra t e g ies combine tobacco tax inc re a s e s, legislation, and commu n i t y

a nd school-based pro g ra ms with hig h - p rofile mass me d ia campaig ns to counter tobacco advertising .

( Con t inue d  f r om pa ge  1 )



➣ ASH  par t ic i pates  i n  11th  Wor l d  Conference on Tobac co  or  Heal th

ASH ho no rary chairman Dr. Roger Ho d k i nson, and executive director Les Ha gen re c e ntly attended the 11th World Confere nce on

Tobacco or Health in Chic a go, Illino i s.  Spons o red by the World Health Org a n i z a t ion, the event drew over 4,500 delegates fro m

a ro u nd the world who are involved with the global tobacco cont rol mo v e me nt .

At the conference, Hodkinson and Hagen delivered a presentation titled "Cause-related marketing and tobacco control: A successful

case study".  The pre s e nt a t ion profiled the success of the innovative ASH Group Ins u ra nce pro g ram in re c r u i t i ng new members and

ra i s i ng funds for tobacco cont rol.  ASH received some great feedback on the pre s e nt a t ion and fo rged new re l a t io nships with 

o t hers who are involved with cause-related ma r ke t i ng .

O ne of the confere nce hig h l ig hts was a heated open-mic ro p ho ne exc h a nge between Dr. Ho d k i nson and fede ral health minister Allan

Rock over the fede ral go v e r n me nt's tobacco cont rol polic y.  Ho d k i nson accused the minister of fa i l i ng Cana d ia ns by not re s t o r i ng

tobacco taxes to pre - rollback levels and for not supporting Senator Colin Ke n ny's bill to create a na t io nal smo k i ng pre v e nt ion trust

f u nd.  The Minister re s p o nded by stating that he is "eager to ma ke pro g ress" on both issues.  The exc h a nge took place in fro nt of

an int e r na t io nal aud ie nce at a confere nce session hosted by Allan Rock.

C a na da's No n - S mo kers' Rig hts As s o c ia t ion was recognized as the world's most effective tobacco cont rol org a n i z a t ion at the

re c e nt 11th World Confere nce on Smo k i ng and Health in Chic a go, Illino i s.  The re no w ned Luther L. Terry Aw a rd, na med after the

late U.S. Surgeon Gene ral, is the world's most pre s t ig ious prize for leadership in tobacco cont rol.  The NSRA received the award

for the category of outstand i ng org a n i z a t io n .

A no t her re no w ned fo r mer Surgeon Gene ral, Dr. C. Everett Koop, pre s e nted the award to the NSRA's executive dire c t o r, Gar

Ma ho o d. In re c e i v i ng the award, Ma hood thanked all of the ind i v iduals who have helped to ma ke the org a n i z a t ion successful as

well as his mo t he r, wife, and son who attended the cere mo ny. "The truth is that I am he re re p re s e nt i ng a large team of de d ic a t e d,

t a l e nted Cana d ian leaders both ins ide and outside our associa t ion, all of whom helped ma ke this possible" said Ma ho o d.

C a na da is truly privileged to rely on the re ma r kable leadership of the NSRA.

➣ NSRA  ha i led the wo r l d ’s  most  e ff ect i ve  t obacco cont ro l  org a n i z a t i o n
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➣ Big  Tobac co  l inked to  candy c i gare t t e s

I nt e r nal tobacco industry do c u me nts have now confirmed that tobacco companies cooperated with the ma kers of candy cig a re t t e s

to pro mote smo k i ng to children, accord i ng to a new study published by re s e a rc hers at the University of Rochester Me d ical Scho o l

in New York.  The study fo u nd that some tobacco companies tolerated tra de mark infringe me nt and gra nted confectio ners permis-

s ion to sell candy that used cig a rette pack de s ig ns.

"While not earth-shattering to people who have observed the tobacco industry over the years, the fact that these conc l u s io ns are

based on the industry's own words ma kes them compelling to polic y - ma ke r s, the public and ... the courts," said professor Stant o n

G l a ntz of the University of Califo r n ia, San Fra nc i s c o ,

To view the full study, visit: http://www. b m j . c o m / c g i / c o n t e n t / f u l l / 3 2 1 / 7 2 5 7 / 3 6 2



➣ Recen t qui tt ers  now  qua l if y  fo r ASH G roup Insura n c e

The pre-qualification period for the ASH Group Insurance pro g ram has been reduced from 24 months of continued

smoking abstinence to just 12 months.  This means that former smoke rs who have been smoke - f ree for at least 12

months now qualify for nonsmoker rates on their home and auto insura n c e. The change in the pre-qualification 

period was lowe red on the basis of new re s e a rch showing that smoking relapse varies little between 12 and 24 months.

" We are delighted to rewa rd recent quitters with nonsmoker rates on their home and auto insurance" said Heather

Rankin, vice-president of Willis Canada.  "ASH Group Insurance is an innova t i ve product that has produced significant

savings for hundreds of nonsmoke rs" she added. "This change will make the pro g ram available to more consumers

while rewa rding people more quickly for adopting a lower-risk lifestyle".

"The health benefits of quitting are almost immediate and quitters reduce their risks substantially within the first 12

months of abstinence" said Christiaan Velthoen, president of ASH. "We want to reflect this reduced risk in the ASH

G roup Insurance pro g ram", he added.  "We hope that this policy change will provide some additional incentive fo r

s m o ke rs who want to quit."

To obtain an insurance quote, please call Willis Canada at 1-800-272-5688

➣ Help ASH build a smoke - f ree future. Your cont r i b u t ion is welcome.

Na me Addre s s

C i t y P ro v i nce Postal Code P ho ne ( da y ) ( e v e. )

Me m b e r s h i p s : ❑$25 Annua l ❑$60/3 years ❑$100 Corpora t e

D o na t io ns * : ❑$ 1 0 0 ❑$ 5 0 ❑$ 2 5 ❑O t her 

*ASH is a re g i s t e red charity.  Dona t io ns are tax-cre d i t a b l e.

Me t hod of payme nt : ❑ C he q u e ❑ Mo ney orde r ❑ V i s a ❑ Ma s t e rc a rd

V ISA / Ma s t e rc a rd Card # Expiry da t e

Please ma ke your cheque payable to: Ac t ion on Smo k i ng & Health Box 4500, Edmo nton, Alberta T6E 6K2 

Thank you for your support!


